Sexual abuse and psychiatric symptoms in an epileptic population.
One hundred and seven consecutive patients attending the outpatient epilepsy clinic at a teaching general hospital were assessed by clinical interview for a history of sexual abuse. Questionnaires dealing with overall psychiatric symptomatology i.e., (SCL-90), (TSC-40) and depression (ZSRDS) were also used. The majority of subjects were single (60%), living at home (76.6%) and had an average age of 29 years. The mean duration of epilepsy was 18.8 years and the seizures were controlled with medication in 65.2% of patients. Ten (9.3%) of the subjects had been sexually abused. This frequency of sexual abuse is lower than in the general population and among psychiatric patients. The specific form of sexual abuse consisted of sexual intercourse (n = 4), fondling (n = 4) and oral sex (n = 2). The sexually abused subjects had significantly higher scores on the anxiety subscale of the SCL-90 and depression score on the ZSRDS than non-abused subjects.